MYSTICISM IN ISLAM                            65

meditation and repetition of God's name and player
and in ethical, complete detachment from affairs of personal
interest, utter dependence upon God (taWakkul), rejection of
material goods (jnqr), indifference towards suffering or sick-
ness, praise or blame. Abu * Abdullah al Harith al~Muhasibi
(d. 857-58), who is the earliest Suf. author whose work is pre-
served, shows evident traces of the use of the Christian
Gospels, one of his works beginning with the Parable of the
Sower and another being an expansion of the Sermon on the
Mount.35
The neo-Platonists strengthened the feeling of contempt for
the world and supported the leanings towards divine life by
their doctrines of emanation and of dynamic pantheism. The
Tieo-Platonic ideas passed into Islam when, in the beginning
of the ninth century, Greek works were translated into Arabic.36
The third foreign source of Muslim mysticism was Indian.
It has been pointed out in an earlier chapter that India and the
Persian Gulf had a close commercial intercourse ; with trade,
undoubtedly, ideas were exchanged. It stands to reason that if *
things of material use like Indian steel and sword37 and Indian
gold and precious stones,38 and if things of artistic value like the
pointed arch and the bulbous dome,39 reached Persia and Iraq,
Indian philosophical ideas should have travelled there too. Many
Indians held posts in the financial department at Basra under
the early Umayyads40; the Caliph Muawiya is reported to have
35 Margoliouth :   Notice   of   the  Writings  of  Abu   'Abdallah   al   Harith
Bin   Asad   al-Muhasibi.    Transactions   of   the   Third   International   Congress
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